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Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>

FIRST NOTICE of Public Hearing on Monday, August 23, 2021 at 5:00 P.M.


Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Aug 13, 2021 at 7:45 AM
To: phnotice@guamlegislature.org
Cc: Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>, mis <mis@guamlegislature.org>, Audio / Video
<av@guamlegislature.org>
Bcc: ac.senatortcn@ , Calen Meno <calen.tcn@ >, "Arthur U. San Agustin"
<arthur.sanagustin@dphss.guam.gov>, publicassistance@dphss.guam.gov, Janela Carrera <janela.carrera@guam.gov>

August 13, 2021
           
MEMORANDUM
 
To:                  All Honorable Senators,
Stakeholders and Media
From:              Senator Telena Cruz Nelson
Subject:           FIRST
NOTICE of Public Hearing on Monday, August 23, 2021 at 5:00
P.M.
 
Buenas yan Håfa
Adai! Please be advised that the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author,
will
convene a Public Hearing on Monday, August 23, 2021 at 5:00 p.m., in the
Public Hearing Room of I
Liheslaturan Guåhan. The agenda includes the following:
 
Monday, August 23,
2021 at 5:00 P.M.
 
Resolution No.
130-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai
Sais na Liheslaturan
Guahan for the passage of H.R. 4406, the “Supporting
 Medicaid in the U.S. Territories Act of 2021”
introduced by the Honorable
Representative Darren Soto Sablan and the Honorable Representative Gus
Bilirakis, which seeks to amend titles XI and XIX of the Social Security Act to
 provide increased
financial support to the territories under the Medicaid
program, provide five years of Medicaid funding
for Puerto Rico and eight years
of funding for other U.S. territories; and for other purposes.”
 
Written
 testimonies may be delivered to the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson at 173
Aspinall Avenue,
Suite 202A, Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or
 via email to senatortcnelson@
guamlegislature.org. The Committee
 requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-eight (48) hours
prior to
 the scheduled hearing. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
 (ADA), individuals
requiring assistance or accommodations should contact the
Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson via phone
call at 671-989-7696 or via
email at senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org.
 
The hearing will
broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117 or Channel
112-4, and
streaming online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on
 YouTube. A recording of the hearing will be
available online via Guam
 Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. We look forward to your
participation! 
 
Si Yu'os
Ma'åse'!

-- 





The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson

Committee on Education, Self-Determination and Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety,

Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime Transportation

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature  

173 Aspinall Avenue, Suite 202A Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

Phone: (671) 989-7696/4678

Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org



"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which
is privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any
way using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you
may have received. Thank you."
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Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>

SECOND NOTICE of Public Hearing on Monday, August 23, 2021 at 5:00 P.M.


Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Thu, Aug 19, 2021 at 8:08 AM
To: phnotice@guamlegislature.org
Cc: Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>, mis <mis@guamlegislature.org>, Audio / Video
<av@guamlegislature.org>
Bcc: ac.senatortcn@ , Calen Meno <calen.tcn@ >, "Arthur U. San Agustin"
<arthur.sanagustin@dphss.guam.gov>, publicassistance@dphss.guam.gov, Janela Carrera <janela.carrera@guam.gov>

August 19, 2021
           
MEMORANDUM
 
To:                  All Honorable Senators,
Stakeholders and Media
From:              Senator Telena Cruz Nelson
Subject:           SECOND
NOTICE of Public Hearing on Monday, August 23, 2021 at 5:00
P.M.
 
Buenas yan Håfa
Adai! Please be advised that the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author,
will
convene a Public Hearing on Monday, August 23, 2021 at 5:00 p.m., in the
Public Hearing Room of I
Liheslaturan Guåhan. The agenda includes the following:
 
Monday, August 23,
2021 at 5:00 P.M.
 
Resolution No.
130-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai
Sais na Liheslaturan
Guahan for the passage of H.R. 4406, the “Supporting
 Medicaid in the U.S. Territories Act of 2021”
introduced by the Honorable
Representative Darren Soto Sablan and the Honorable Representative Gus
Bilirakis, which seeks to amend titles XI and XIX of the Social Security Act to
 provide increased
financial support to the territories under the Medicaid
program, provide five years of Medicaid funding
for Puerto Rico and eight years
of funding for other U.S. territories; and for other purposes.”
 
Written
 testimonies may be delivered to the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson at 173
Aspinall Avenue,
Suite 202A, Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or
 via email to senatortcnelson@
guamlegislature.org. The Committee
 requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-eight (48) hours
prior to
 the scheduled hearing. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
 (ADA), individuals
requiring assistance or accommodations should contact the
Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson via phone
call at 671-989-7696 or via
email at senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org.
 
The hearing will
broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117 or Channel
112-4, and
streaming online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on
 YouTube. A recording of the hearing will be
available online via Guam
 Legislature Media on YouTube after the hearing. We look forward to your
participation! 
 
Si Yu'os
Ma'åse'!

-- 





The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson

Committee on Education, Self-Determination and Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety,

Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime Transportation

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature  

173 Aspinall Avenue, Suite 202A Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

Phone: (671) 989-7696/4678



Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which
is privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any
way using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you
may have received. Thank you."
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Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>

INVITATION: Res. No. 130-36 (COR) Public Hearing on Monday, August 23, 2021 at
5:00 P.M.


Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Mon, Aug 16, 2021 at 11:57 AM
To: "Arthur U. San Agustin" <arthur.sanagustin@dphss.guam.gov>

Hafa adai Director San Agustin,

The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, author, will convene a Public Hearing on Monday, August 23, 2021 at 5:00 p m., in
the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. Please see agenda item below:

Resolution No. 130-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guahan for the passage
of H.R. 4406, the “Supporting Medicaid in the U.S. Territories Act of 2021” introduced by the Honorable Representative Darren
Soto Sablan and the Honorable Representative Gus Bilirakis, which seeks to amend titles XI and XIX of the Social Security Act
to provide increased financial support to the territories under the Medicaid program, provide five years of Medicaid funding for
Puerto Rico and eight years of funding for other U.S. territories; and for other purposes.”

Our office kindly requests for input or testimony be provided. Should you have any questions, you may contact (671) 989-7696 or
email senatortcnelson@guamleislature.org.

Thank you!

-- 





The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson

Committee on Education, Self-Determination and Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety,

Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime Transportation

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature  

173 Aspinall Avenue, Suite 202A Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

Phone: (671) 989-7696/4678

Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which
is privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any
way using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you
may have received. Thank you."




Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>

GOOGLE DRIVE LINK: Public Hearing on Monday, August 23, 2021 at 5:00 P.M.


Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org> Mon, Aug 23, 2021 at 8:00 AM
To: "Speaker Therese M. Terlaje" <senatorterlajeguam@gmail.com>, "Office of Senator Amanda L. Shelton"
<officeofsenatorshelton@guamlegislature.org>, Telena Cruz Nelson <senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org>, Sabina
Perez <sabina@senatorperez.org>, "Senator Joe S. San Agustin" <senatorjoessanagustin@gmail.com>, "Office of
Senator Clynton E. Ridgell" <sen.cridgell@teleguam.net>, Senator Pedo Terlaje <senatorpedo@senatorjpterlaje.com>,
Office of Senator Moylan Guam Legislature <officeofsenatormoylan@guamlegislature.org>, "Frank F. Blas Jr."
<office@senatorfrankblas.com>, Mary Camacho Torres <senatormary@guamlegislature.org>, "Senator V. Anthony Ada"
<senatorvanthonyada@gmail.com>, "Office Of Senator Telo T. Taitague" <senatortelot@gmail.com>, "Office of Senator
Joanne M. Brown" <office@senatorjoannebrown.com>, Chris Duenas <senatorchrisduenas@gmail.com>, Vice Speaker
Tina Rose Muña Barnes <senatormunabarnes@guamlegislature.org>
Cc: mis <mis@guamlegislature.org>, Audio / Video <av@guamlegislature.org>, Ed Pocaigue
<sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>
Bcc: ac.senatortcn@ , Calen Meno <calen.tcn@ >, "Arthur U. San Agustin"
<arthur.sanagustin@dphss.guam.gov>, publicassistance@dphss.guam.gov, Janela Carrera <janela.carrera@guam.gov>

Buenas yan Håfa Adai,


Please be advised that the Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson will convene for a Public Hearing on Monday, August 23, 2021

at 5:00 p.m., at I Liheslaturan Guahan Public Hearing Room. On the agenda is the following item:

Resolution No. 130-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guahan for the passage
of H.R. 4406, the “Supporting Medicaid in the U.S. Territories Act of 2021” introduced by the Honorable Representative Darren
Soto Sablan and the Honorable Representative Gus Bilirakis, which seeks to amend titles XI and XIX of the Social Security Act
to provide increased financial support to the territories under the Medicaid program, provide five years of Medicaid funding for
Puerto Rico and eight years of funding for other U.S. territories; and for other purposes.”


We kindly ask that you do not share this following link with individuals who have not confirmed attendance with our office.
Please advise them to contact us at (671) 989-7696 or senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org.

You can access files for this hearing at this shared link:

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1GV8xkjrcskv6uO6tmWE9Hq3GKjLfLt4X


The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 112.4, and streamed online via I
Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. A recording of the hearing will be available online via Guam Legislature Media on
YouTube after the hearing. We look forward to your participation.

Si Yu'os Ma'åse'

-- 





The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson

Committee on Education, Self-Determination and Historic Preservation, Infrastructure, Border Safety,

Federal and Foreign Affairs, and Maritime Transportation

I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan | 36th Guam Legislature  

173 Aspinall Avenue, Suite 202A Ada Plaza Center, Hagåtña, Guam 96910

Phone: (671) 989-7696/4678

Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which
is privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any
way using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you
may have received. Thank you."
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ADA’S PLAZA CENTER, STE 202 A, 173 ASPINALL AVENUE HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910 
TEL: (671) 989-7696 / 4678 ǀ EMAIL: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org 

THE OFFICE OF SENATOR 
TELENA CRUZ NELSON 
I  MINA’TRENTAI SAIS NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN  |  36th GUAM LEGISLATURE 

AUTHOR’S REPORT DIGEST 

I. OVERVIEW 

Resolution No. 130-36 (COR) was introduced on Thursday, July 22, 2021 by Senator Telena Cruz 
Nelson, Senator Clynton Ridgell, Speaker Therese Terlaje, Senator Mary Torres, Senator Jose 
“Pedo” Terlaje, Senator Sabina Perez, Senator Amanda Shelton, Vice Speaker Tina Rose Muña 
Barnes, and Senator Joe San Agustin and was subsequently referred by the Committee on Rules to 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author, on July 26, 2021. The Author convened a public hearing on 
Monday, August 23, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. in I Liheslaturan Guahan Public Hearing Room. 

Public Notice Requirements  
Public Hearing notices were sent via email to all senators, stakeholders, and all main media 
broadcasting outlets on Friday, August 13, 2021 and again on Thursday, August 19, 2021. Notice 
was also provided on the Guam Legislature website at guamlegislature.org. 

Senators Present 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author 
Senator Amanda Shelton 
Senator Telo Taitague 
Senator Joanne Brown 

Appearing before the Committee 
Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing Janet 
Cruz, Management Analyst of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing 

II.

The Public Hearing was called-to-order at 5:07 P.M. 

Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Buenas yan Håfa adai, everyone. Thank you for coming. 
The Office of Senator Telena Cruz Nelson. It is 5:07 p.m. Today is Monday, August 23, 2021. 

For the record and in accordance with the Open Government Law, public notices were sent via email 
to all senators, stakeholders, and all main media broadcasting outlets on Friday, August 13, 2021 and 
again on Thursday, August 19, 2021. Notice was also provided on the Guam Legislature website. 

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY & DISCUSSION



           GUAM CONGRESS BLDG. 163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910 
Tel: (671) 989-4678/7689     Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org

Joining me today are Senator Amanda Shelton, thank you for joining us and Senator Telo Taitague. Today 
on the agenda we are here to discuss Resolution No. 130-36 (COR) which was submitted to Committee 
on Rules on July 22, 2021.  

Resolution No. 130-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the support of I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan 
Guahan for the passage of H.R. 4406, the “Supporting Medicaid in the U.S. Territories Act of 2021” 
introduced by the Honorable Representative Darren Soto Sablan and the Honorable Representative Gus 
Bilirakis, which seeks to amend titles XI and XIX of the Social Security Act to provide increased financial 
support to the territories under the Medicaid program, provide five years of Medicaid funding for Puerto 
Rico and eight years of funding for other U.S. territories; and for other purposes.” 

I have called for this public hearing so that we may hear from the community on their thoughts and 
concerns in regard to Resolution No. 130-36 (COR), which seeks to express support for the passage of 
HR 4406, the “Supporting Medicaid in the U.S. Territories Act of 2021.” Unlike States, Guam and other 
U.S. territories have a cap on the percentage of how much federal monetary assistance are to be allocated 
based on the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) for Guam’s Medicaid program. Guam’s 
FMAP is statutorily set at 55%, but after the passage of P.L. 116-94, the “Further Consolidated 
Appropriations Act 2020,” our island received a temporary FMAP increase to 83%. This temporary 
increase is slated to expire on in September of this year – September 2022, and the amount of federal 
support will return to the FMAP percentage of 55%. Because of this upcoming expiration date, Resolution 
No. 130-36 (COR) strongly supports for the passage of HR 4406 as this legislation will continue to support 
the citizens of Guam who are enrolled under the Medicaid program for an additional 8 years.  

And just to note, that currently Medicaid serves one fifths of Guam’s population totaling to nearly 35,499 
beneficiaries. These additional funds provided by Congress in response to the unprecedented affects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and also was increased Guam’s Federal Medical Assistance Percentage from 
55% to 83% in. the previous year under H.R. 265. 

So, this again is just a caveat to H.R. 265, to extend the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage for 
territories; from 55% to 83% and we saw how Guam greatly benefited through H.R. 265. And so, we are 
here addressing the new resolution, H.R. 4406, so that again we can ensure that Guam will continue to 
receive to this type of equity – equitable support from our federal government.  

And I thank those that are here to give testimony today or to provide some answers on the questions that 
the panel may have; Ms. Teresita Gumataotao and Ms. Janet Cruz. And I believe we have written 
testimony by the Director of Public Health – Director Art San Agustin. You are welcome to read his 
testimony and feel free to speak on this measure. 

Thank you very much for being here today. 



 

            GUAM CONGRESS BLDG. 163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910                   
                       Tel: (671) 989-4678/7689     Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org                                      

Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: Buenas and 
thank you very much, Senator Telena, Senator Shelton and Senator Taitague. I’ll be reading from the 
Director’s testimony.  
 
Begins Director Arthur San Agustin, Department of Public Health and Social Services written testimony 
into the record. Please see attached testimony. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Thank you very much. Mrs. Gumataotao, can you go ahead and 
state your name for the record and your position. 
 
Teresita Gumataotao Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: My name is 
Teresita Gumataotao, I’m the Administrator for the Bureau of Healthcare and Financing. Administration 
that oversees the Medicaid and MIP Program.  
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Okay and thank you. And thank you for providing the table of 
eligible. We are looking at 2020 which is the most recent data that we had. So, those that are eligible has 
increased to now 43,387 from what was previously stated at the 35,000 recipient. 
 
So, I offer the panel if they have any questions or comments and we’ll start with the Legislative Secretary, 
Senator Shelton. 
 
Senator Amanda Shelton: Thank you very much, Madam Chair and Mrs. Gumataotao for your testimony 
tonight, of course to the Director and the team at Public Health for being here to support this resolution 
so, we are able to send our support, our united voice to Congress for this effort. 
 
And I am looking at the chart you provided and the testimony. I was hoping that you will put on the record 
the type of growth that we’ve seen for Guam Medicaid enrollee. If you can tell us the last couple of years. 
What kind of increase we’re seeing to our eligible for Medicaid? 
 
Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: Can you 
repeat that again? 
 
Senator Amanda Shelton: I’m asking if you can say on the record. What has been the growth of eligible 
on island for Medicaid? So, we’ve seen this number that jumped in 2011 to 2020; from 33,000 to 43,000 
and a lot of up and down between. But has been in your experience into this position. If you can explain 
how we came to be this number this way and what kind of steady growth we’re seeing and is there a 
pattern that you’re seeing to the people who are eligible? 
 
Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: One of the 
first increase that we expanded the childless adult group, it’s called Medicaid MAP, a new eligibility group 
– I think that’s 2021. What happens is that Medicaid was expanded because of the Affordable Care Act, 
it was expanded – they wanted Medicaid. They wanted to expand Medicaid to the childless adult group; 



 

            GUAM CONGRESS BLDG. 163 CHALAN SANTO PAPA HAGÅTÑA, GUAM 96910                   
                       Tel: (671) 989-4678/7689     Email: senatortcnelson@guamlegislature.org                                      

those are 19 to 64 years old. 65 is already considered elderly. So, the ones that are 19 to 64, they’re 
normally without insurance because they won’t qualify under Medicaid. Because under Medicaid, it’s 
either TANF that’s with family – children with family; parents, caretaker, relative, pregnant women and 
disabled. 
 
So, these individuals the 19 year-olds to 64, that don ‘t go in the category. We expanded the Medicaid 
program to include these childless adult group, that’s one of it. 
 
The other thing, we also increased our poverty tip level for the program and we’re slowly increasing it 
again. We increased it again this year, January 1, 2021. To include the COFAS as well and that’s probably 
one of the reason for the increase. Because it goes up and down and sometimes because of the two increase 
that we implemented plus the childless adult program included in the program. 
 
Senator Amanda Shelton: Yes, thank you very much. I appreciated that information. So, there has been 
an expansion of eligibility for the program and increase of the poverty level. So, that’s the explanation for 
the increase for those who are eligible for Medicaid. And so, I’m thankful for that explanation to help us 
paint a fuller picture here for the amount of people eligible on island and this house bill – the United States 
Representatives will help us see a little bit more funding coming in for all these individuals to help cover 
healthcare, they’re health coverage under the Federal Medical Assistance Program. So, thank you very 
much for the information today.  
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Thank you, Senator Shelton. I’d like to also acknowledge Ms. 
Janet Cruz from DPHSS who is present with us today. And at this time, I’d like to acknowledge Senator 
Brown, thank you for joining us today. And Senator Telo Taitague, do you have any questions or 
comments for those who giving us testimony? Please proceed. 
 
Senator Telo Taitague: Thank you, Madam Chair. Good evening, ladies, thank you for taking the time 
out after work, I know, you’re tired so, I’ll try to make this short as possible. I know you Mrs. Gumataotao 
but next to you is? 
 
Janet Cruz, Management Analyst of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: My name is Janet 
Cruz and I’m the Management Analyst for the Healthcare and Financing. 
 
Senator Telo Taitague: Thank you so much for being here and again, I appreciate you here to testify to 
something of course will benefit Guam all the way; it’s important for the representation especially from 
the ones who work, who do the work. And that’s you, we usually hear from Directors and sometimes for 
us, I prefer those who are really in the trenches working and doing the job to provide the information.  
 
There is only one question that I have and I know this is between dinner and so, I’ll make it quick. You 
said this initiative is provides the ability to fund private insurance to some of the recipients. So, currently 
right now, we are able to utilize some of this funding federal funds to purchase insurance. 
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Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: But also, with 
that. What we’re trying to do is more of…what currently is happening now under the program, Medicaid 
itself, we have what is called the Medicare buy in Part D buy in. What we normally do is assist the program 
in balancing, I guess the funding or the share of cost. Is we purchase like the Part B premium is like $126 
or $132 a month. 
 
So, we purchase the Part B health insurance premium at the same time it means we’re more in the dialysis 
payment or services, will be paid by the Medicare Part B and we pay the co-insurance. So, if you look at 
it, it does save the program funding is one example. So, probably in the near future we do have extra 
funding we can purchase health insurance for the other individuals that don’t qualify for Medicare. But 
these are some programs that are under Medicaid because if you look at the cost we rather pay the $126 
premium to pay than $1,000 or $50,000 expenditure because that means Medicare Part B will pay it and 
we pay the co-insurance of the Medicare. 
 
Senator Telo Taitague: That makes total sense and to do it. It’s a win-win here. I’m glad you ladies are 
looking into that to finding possible ways to save additional funding so more people can utilize to this 
ability to Medicaid and moving forward too. I did have another question, I lost my train of thought because 
of the end of the day. If I have any more questions, I will give you a call. But thank you so much for all 
the hard work you’re doing at Public Health. I appreciate it, thank you. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Thank you, Senator Taitague. Senator Brown, do you have any 
questions or comments at this time? 
 
Senator Joanne Brown: Just certainly brief, Madam Chair. I have no problem supporting Resolution No. 
130. But I do want to get some feedback. I’m mean we certainly see the benefit that comes to Guam as a 
result if H.R. 4406, does pass but if it doesn’t. What is the consequence to Guam if it doesn’t get the 
support for the passage of this legislation in Congress? What does it mean to our community if this doesn’t 
pass to get this additional support to Guam and the other territories? 
 
Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: We would 
revert back to where we used to be I think 20 years ago. 2010. What happens the expenditure will be 
carried over to the next fiscal year or the government will pay for it now. And other providers can also 
happen is if we don’t pay the providers timely we can end up losing the…right now it is a challenge to get 
the providers. Right now, they’re coming on board because we’re paying them timely in the last decade. 
 
Senator Joanne Brown: They’ve been getting timely payments? 
 
Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: Yes.  
 
Senator Joanne Brown: But you’re right. We often heard about that where providers stop providing the 
patients we’re getting the service.  
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Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: So, they’re 
participating but I’m just getting worried because if we don’t pay them on timely we would have to revert 
back in cutting services or limiting services. So, they can also see five patients per day.  
 
Senator Joanne Brown: And these patients may not get the medical care or the visits they need of the 
consequence of that, right? No, I appreciate it and as I mentioned, Madam Chair, anything that can support 
getting resources to our economy and our community specifically for medical care. I think we all agree 
and appreciate any support additional support we get from the federal government to cover this cost. Most 
particularly our neighboring islanders that are coming into Guam, who are a number of cases who are 
uninsured and who may not have the resources to get the finances for their medical care or their own 
individual insurance. So, I can see all the pluses with regards in supporting Resolution 130. With that, 
Madam Chair, thank you very much for the opportunity to comment. And thank you all for coming in and 
joining us this afternoon. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Thank you, Senator Brown. Mrs. Cruz? 
 
Janet Cruz, Management Analyst of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: If I may add also 
if you were to divert back to the cap and our cap funding is for 2022. And if the event the bill does not 
pass in Congress, we’re looking at 19 Million Dollars in federal funds. So, like what Ms. Gumataotao 
mentioned that would definitely hurt our community and our healthcare services will then be limited and 
those who are participating, we may end up diverting our income level to a lower income level because 
we may not avail or provide the services to the community. 
 
So, we’re definitely in full support of this current bill.  
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Thank you very much, Mrs. Cruz. So, to just clarify, traditionally 
before COVID; Guam was receiving 55% from the federal medical percentage, right? And so, now 
because of COVID, the legislation moved up 83%. Can you please just give the community an idea of 
what the cost is, dollar amount between the 55% coverage and the 83%. 
 
Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: One example 
is, so if it 55% of course you take $100 from the expenditure, 55% of that is $55 versus $45 out of the 
$100. So, now that it is 83% which is going to expire in this fiscal year if this public health emergency 
doesn’t get extended it’ll expire. But right now, it is at 89.2 because of the public health emergency. So, 
you take 89% of a $100 that will be $89 and that will be $11 is what the local will pay.  
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: So, what is the overall cost of the 55% and then now the 83%. 
What is the difference in the overall cost? 
 
Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: It went to 83% 
to 89.2% so, you’re asking the 89% of the total expenditure?  
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Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: Yes. 
 
Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: Okay, for 
2021, $103,677,060.72 that’s total computable. So, right now, on the 89.2% federal and 10.8% local total 
computable is $66,280,174.29 add that the federal share $59,121,915.46 versus the local is $7,158,258.82. 
And this $7 Million is 10.8% local. 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: And so, the additional 7.2% because the original H.R. 4406, seeks 
to increase to 83% or keeping 83% as a standard of the upcoming years and the additional 7% is the reason 
is currently because we’re in a pandemic, is that correct? 
 
Teresita Gumataotao, Administrator of DPHSS Bureau of Healthcare and Financing: 6.2% 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson, Author: 6.2%. Okay, thank you very much. I really want to thank you for 
coming and I know we started at 5:00 and we had to beat the traffic and thank you for spending you extra 
time and for providing the community with this input. And also, the hard work you and your team have 
done throughout this pandemic. So, thank you very much. The community and us owe you a debt of 
gratitude for keeping us safe with the unknowns and the uncertainty of the last year. So, thank you very 
much for all that you do and your team.  
 
If there are no questions or comments or further questions or comments. We’ll go ahead and adjourn this 
Public Hearing. It is 5:32 p.m. Thank you very much and have a good day. God bless. 
 
The Public Hearing was adjourned at 5:32 P.M. 
 

III. FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Senator Telena Cruz Nelson hereby reports out Resolution No. 130-36 (COR), “Relative to expressing the 
support of I Mina’trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guahan for the passage of H.R. 4406, the “Supporting 
Medicaid in the U.S. Territories Act of 2021” introduced by the Honorable Representative Darren Soto 
Sablan and the Honorable Representative Gus Bilirakis, which seeks to amend titles XI and XIX of the 
Social Security Act to provide increased financial support to the territories under the Medicaid program, 
provide five years of Medicaid funding for Puerto Rico and eight years of funding for other U.S. territories; 
and for other purposes”, with the recommendation to do adopt. 
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inpatient hospital services, home health services, and freestanding birth centers, 1 

along with other optional benefits for states and certain territories; and 2 

WHEREAS, from its establishment, Medicaid worked in service of the 3 

elderly and disabled individuals. Since then, it has welcomed steady population 4 

growth and now covers a wider demographic. Under the Patient Protection and 5 

Affordable Care Act (ACA, P.L. 111-148, as amended), Medicaid expanded its 6 

reach to include a new adult group consisting of low-income adults 65 years and 7 

younger, including parents and adults without dependent children; and 8 

WHEREAS, Medicaid expansion programs, such as the Children’s Health 9 

Insurance Program (CHIP), provide health coverage for enrolled children through 10 

both Medicaid and separate CHIP programs; and 11 

WHEREAS, Medicaid is offered in all U.S. territories, including Guam, 12 

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), the 13 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the United States Virgin Islands (USVI). 14 

Medicaid was established on Guam in 1975 and is overseen by the Department of 15 

Public Health and Social Services (DPHSS). The program operates on a fee-for-16 

service (FFS) basis.  17 

WHEREAS, nearly 21 percent of Guam residents are enrolled in Medicaid, 18 

allowing one-fifth of the island’s population to stay afloat during the unprecedented 19 

effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. While Guam, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin 20 

Islands are required to provide mandatory Medicaid benefits, Guam is the only 21 

territory to do so. The optional Medicaid benefits provided by Guam include dental 22 

and prescription services; and 23 

WHEREAS, Guam’s primary public hospital, Guam Memorial Hospital 24 

(GMH), reported that its Medicaid collections for Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 increased 25 

to 26,999,457, which is 9.4 million more than the FY 2019 collections set at 26 

17,579,613. The recent FY 2020 appropriations package (P.L. 116-94) and the 27 

Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA, P.L. 116-127) increased Guam’s 28 

federal Medicaid allotment from $18.4 million to $130.9 million. The FY 2021 29 

allotment raised from approximately $18.8 million to $129.7 million; and  30 

WHEREAS, an omnibus COVID relief bill signed into law on December, 28, 31 

2020 extended Medicaid services to Compact of Free Association (COFA) citizens. 32 

The law serves an estimated 100,000 COFA migrants who live in the 50 U.S. states 33 

and District of Columbia, and who meet all Medicaid eligibility rules; and 34 

      WHEREAS, the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) for Guam 35 

and the territories is statutorily set at 55 percent (§ 1905(b) of the Act), unlike that 36 

of the states, where the FMAP is set using a formula based on state per capita 37 

income. After the passage of P.L. 116-94, the Further Consolidated Appropriations 38 

Act 2020, Guam had a temporary FMAP increase to 83 percent that was available 39 

from December 21, 2019 and is set to expire on September 30, 2021. In the fiscal 40 
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years succeeding FY 2021, the FMAP will revert back to the federal matching rate 1 

of 55 percent and this will impact the people of Guam negatively due to the reduction 2 

of federal monies; and  3 

 WHEREAS, despite the persisting challenges to our island’s medical 4 

community, the joint efforts of local and federal entities have done much service to 5 

the people of Guam. The continued efforts and support of local and state 6 

representatives is crucial to protecting the public’s access to Medicaid and 7 

healthcare; now therefore be it 8 

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Minaʹtrentai Sais Na 9 

Liheslaturan Guåhan does hereby, on behalf of the people of Guam, stand in support 10 

of H.R. Bill 4406, cited as the “Supporting Medicaid in the U.S. Territories Act of 11 

2021,” and protecting access to healthcare and federal assistance that ensures the 12 

necessary resources for Medicaid programs benefiting the People of Guam and all 13 

U.S. Territories for an additional eight years; and be it further 14 

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on 15 

Rules certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that 16 

copies of the same be thereafter transmitted to the U.S. Senate Majority Leader 17 

Senator Chuck Schumer, U.S. Senate Minority Leader Senator Mitch McConnell, 18 

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Committee on Energy and Commerce Chairman 19 

Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. Health Subcommittee Chairwoman 20 

Congresswoman Anna G. Eshoo, the Honorable Representative Darren Soto Sablan, 21 

the Honorable Representative Gus Bilirakis, the Honorable Delegate from Guam 22 

Michael F.Q. San Nicolas, the Honorable Delegate from the Commonwealth of the 23 

Northern Mariana Islands Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan; and to the Honorable 24 

Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, I Magaʹhågan Guåhan. 25 

 26 

  27 

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES 28 

OF I MINA'TRENTAI SAIS NA LEHISLATURA GUÅHAN ON 29 

THE                                                                                 DAY OF MONTH 30 

YYYY. 31 

  32 

                                                                                                                      33 

     THERESE M. TERLAJE                       TINA ROSE MUÑA BARNES 34 

                Speaker                                 Chairperson, Committee on Rules 35 

  36 

  37 

                                                        38 

AMANDA L. SHELTON 39 

                                          Legislative Secretary 40 



..................................................................... 

(Original Signature of Member) 

117TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. R.  

To amend titles XI and XIX of the Social Security Act to provide increased 

financial support to the territories under the Medicaid program, and 

for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. SOTO introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee 

on  

A BILL 
To amend titles XI and XIX of the Social Security Act 

to provide increased financial support to the territories 

under the Medicaid program, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Supporting Medicaid 4

in the U.S. Territories Act of 2021’’. 5
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SEC. 2. EXTENDING THE INCREASED FEDERAL MEDICAL 1

ASSISTANCE PERCENTAGE AND CAP 2

AMOUNTS FOR TERRITORIES. 3

(a) FEDERAL MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PERCENTAGE 4

EXTENSION.— 5

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1905(ff) of the So-6

cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d(ff)) is amend-7

ed— 8

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘2021’’ 9

and inserting ‘‘2026’’; and 10

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘2021’’ 11

and inserting ‘‘2029’’. 12

(2) ENSURING PROGRAM INTEGRITY.—Section 13

1108(g) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 14

1308(g)) is amended— 15

(A) in paragraph (7)(B)(i), in the matter 16

preceding subclause (I), by striking ‘‘2021’’ and 17

inserting ‘‘2026’’; and 18

(B) in paragraph (8)(B), by striking 19

‘‘2021’’ and inserting ‘‘2026’’. 20

(b) CAP AMOUNT EXTENSION.— 21

(1) PUERTO RICO.— 22

(A) ENSURING INCREASED CAP AMOUNT IN 23

RESPONSE TO COVID–19.—Section 1108(g) of 24

the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1308(g)) is 25

amended— 26
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(i) in paragraph (2)(A)(ii), by striking 1

‘‘2021’’ and inserting ‘‘2026’’; and 2

(ii) in paragraph (6)— 3

(I) in the header, by striking 4

‘‘2021’’ and inserting ‘‘2026’’; 5

(II) in subparagraph (A)— 6

(aa) in clause (i), by striking 7

‘‘and’’ at the end; and 8

(bb) in clause (ii)— 9

(AA) by striking ‘‘fiscal 10

year 2021’’ and inserting 11

‘‘each of fiscal years 2021 12

and 2022’’; and 13

(BB) by striking the 14

period and inserting ‘‘; 15

and’’; and 16

(III) in subparagraph (B)— 17

(aa) in clause (i), by striking 18

‘‘2021’’ and inserting ‘‘2026’’; 19

and 20

(bb) in clause (ii)(II), by 21

striking ‘‘2021’’ and inserting 22

‘‘2026’’. 23

(B) EXTENSION OF CAP AMOUNT FOR 24

OTHER YEARS.—Section 1108(g)(6)(A) of the 25
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Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1308(g)), as 1

amended by subparagraph (A), is further 2

amended by adding at the end the following 3

new clause: 4

‘‘(iii) for each of fiscal years 2023 5

through 2026, $2,719,072,000.’’. 6

(2) OTHER TERRITORIES.— 7

(A) ENSURING INCREASED CAP AMOUNTS 8

IN RESPONSE TO COVID–19.—Section 9

1108(g)(2) of the Social Security Act (42 10

U.S.C. 1308(g)(2)) is amended in each of sub-11

paragraphs (B)(iii), (C)(iii), (D)(iii), and 12

(E)(iii), by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2021’’ and in-13

serting ‘‘each of fiscal years 2021 and 2022’’. 14

(B) EXTENSION OF CAP AMOUNTS FOR 15

OTHER YEARS.—Section 1108(g)(2) of the So-16

cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1308(g)(2)) is 17

amended— 18

(i) in subparagraph (B)— 19

(I) in clause (i), by striking 20

‘‘clause (ii)’’ and inserting ‘‘clauses 21

(ii) through (iv)’’; 22

(II) in clause (ii), by striking 23

‘‘and’’ at the end; 24
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(III) in clause (iii), by adding 1

‘‘and’’ at the end; and 2

(IV) by adding at the end the fol-3

lowing new clause: 4

‘‘(iv) for each of fiscal years 2023 5

through 2029, $126,000,000;’’; 6

(ii) in subparagraph (C)— 7

(I) in clause (i), by striking 8

‘‘clause (ii)’’ and inserting ‘‘clauses 9

(ii) through (iv)’’; 10

(II) in clause (ii), by striking 11

‘‘and’’ at the end; 12

(III) in clause (iii), by adding 13

‘‘and’’ at the end; and 14

(IV) by adding at the end the fol-15

lowing new clause: 16

‘‘(iv) for each of fiscal years 2023 17

through 2029, $127,000,000;’’; 18

(iii) in subparagraph (D)— 19

(I) in clause (i), by striking 20

‘‘clause (ii)’’ and inserting ‘‘clauses 21

(ii) through (iv)’’; 22

(II) in clause (ii), by striking 23

‘‘and’’ at the end; 24
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(III) in clause (iii), by adding 1

‘‘and’’ at the end; and 2

(IV) by adding at the end the fol-3

lowing new clause: 4

‘‘(iv) for each of fiscal years 2023 5

through 2029, $60,000,000; and’’; and 6

(iv) in subparagraph (E)— 7

(I) in clause (i), by striking 8

‘‘clause (ii)’’ and inserting ‘‘clauses 9

(ii) through (iv)’’; 10

(II) in clause (ii), by striking 11

‘‘and’’ at the end; 12

(III) in clause (iii), by adding 13

‘‘and’’ at the end; and 14

(IV) by adding at the end the fol-15

lowing new clause: 16

‘‘(iv) for each of fiscal years 2023 17

through 2029, $84,000,000.’’. 18

(3) MODIFICATION OF SPECIAL RULE FOR CAL-19

CULATION OF CAP AMOUNTS FOR CERTAIN YEARS.— 20

Section 1108(g)(2) of the Social Security Act (42 21

U.S.C. 1308(g)(2)) is amended, in the matter fol-22

lowing subparagraph (E)— 23
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(A) by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2021’’ and in-1

serting ‘‘fiscal year 2029 (or, in the case of 2

Puerto Rico, fiscal year 2026)’’; 3

(B) by striking ‘‘through 2021’’ and in-4

serting ‘‘through 2029 (or, in the case of Puer-5

to Rico, 2026)’’; and 6

(C) by striking ‘‘each such subparagraph’’ 7

and inserting ‘‘subparagraph (A) and any of 8

clauses (ii) through (iv) of subparagraphs (B) 9

through (E)’’. 10

(c) APPLICATION OF ASSET VERIFICATION PROGRAM 11

REQUIREMENTS TO PUERTO RICO.—Section 1940 of the 12

Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396w) is amended— 13

(1) in subsection (a)— 14

(A) in paragraph (3)(A), by adding at the 15

end the following new clause: 16

‘‘(iii) IMPLEMENTATION IN PUERTO 17

RICO.—The Secretary shall require Puerto 18

Rico to implement an asset verification 19

program under this subsection by the end 20

of fiscal year 2024.’’; and 21

(B) in paragraph (4)— 22

(i) in the paragraph heading, by strik-23

ing ‘‘EXEMPTION OF TERRITORIES’’ and 24

            
July 13, 2021 (6:17 p.m.)

G:\P\17\H\CMS\MEDCD\ECD\TERRITORIES-PKGE_01.XML

g:\VHLC\071321\071321.108.xml           (808132|13)



8 

inserting ‘‘EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN TERRI-1

TORIES’’; and 2

(ii) by striking ‘‘and the District of 3

Columbia’’ and inserting ‘‘, the District of 4

Columbia, and Puerto Rico’’; and 5

(2) in subsection (k)— 6

(A) in paragraph (1)— 7

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs 8

(A) through (D) as clauses (i) through 9

(iv), respectively, and adjusting the mar-10

gins accordingly; 11

(ii) in the matter preceding clause (i), 12

as so redesignated— 13

(I) by striking ‘‘beginning on or 14

after January 1, 2021’’; and 15

(II) by striking ‘‘for a non-com-16

pliant State shall be reduced—’’ and 17

inserting the following: ‘‘for— 18

‘‘(A) a non-compliant State that is one of 19

the 50 States or the District of Columbia shall 20

be reduced—’’; 21

(iii) in clause (iv), as so redesignated, 22

by striking the period at the end and in-23

serting ‘‘; and’’; and 24
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(iv) by adding at the end the following 1

new subparagraph: 2

‘‘(B) a non-compliant State that is Puerto 3

Rico shall be reduced— 4

‘‘(i) for calendar quarters in fiscal 5

years 2025 and 2026, by 0.12 percentage 6

points; 7

‘‘(ii) for calendar quarters in fiscal 8

year 2027, by 0.25 percentage points; 9

‘‘(iii) for calendar quarters in fiscal 10

year 2028, by 0.35 percentage points; and 11

‘‘(iv) for calendar quarters in fiscal 12

year 2029 and each fiscal year thereafter, 13

by 0.5 percentage points.’’; and 14

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘or 15

the District of Columbia’’ and inserting ‘‘the 16

District of Columbia, or Puerto Rico’’. 17

(d) EXTENSION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENT.— 18

Section 1108(g)(9) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 19

1308(g)(9)) is amended— 20

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘2021’’ 21

and inserting ‘‘2029’’; and 22

(2) in subparagraph (B)(i), by inserting ‘‘or by 23

reason of the amendments made by section 2 of the 24
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Supporting Medicaid in the U.S. Territories Act of 1

2021’’ before the period at the end. 2

(e) PUERTO RICO PROGRAM INTEGRITY.—Section 3

1108(g)(7)(A) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 4

1308(g)(7)(A)) is amended— 5

(1) in clause (iii), in the header, by inserting 6

‘‘REPORTING’’ after ‘‘REFORM’’; and 7

(2) by adding at the end the following new 8

clauses: 9

‘‘(v) CORE SET REPORTING COMPLI-10

ANCE REPORT.—Not later than October 1, 11

2022, Puerto Rico shall submit to the 12

Chair and Ranking Member of the Com-13

mittee on Energy and Commerce of the 14

House of Representatives and the Chair 15

and Ranking Member of the Committee on 16

Finance of the Senate a report outlining 17

steps being taken by Puerto Rico to reach 18

compliance with the reporting requirements 19

described in section 1139A(a)(4)(B) and 20

section 1139B(b)(5)(C) and describing 21

what further actions are needed by Puerto 22

Rico in order to comply with such require-23

ments with respect to annual State reports 24

under section 1139A(c) and State reports 25
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under section 1139B(d)(1) beginning with 1

fiscal year 2024. 2

‘‘(vi) CONTRACTING AND PROCURE-3

MENT OVERSIGHT LEAD REQUIREMENT.— 4

‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Not later 5

than 6 months after the date of the 6

enactment of this clause, the agency 7

responsible for the administration of 8

Puerto Rico’s Medicaid program 9

under title XIX shall designate an of-10

ficer (other than the director of such 11

agency) to serve as the Contracting 12

and Procurement Oversight Lead to 13

carry out the duties specified in sub-14

clause (II). 15

‘‘(II) DUTIES.—Not later than 16

60 days after the end of each fiscal 17

quarter (beginning with the first fiscal 18

quarter beginning on or after the date 19

that is 1 year after the date of the en-20

actment of this clause), the officer 21

designated pursuant to subclause (I) 22

shall, with respect to each contract 23

described in clause (iii) with an an-24

nual value exceeding $150,000 en-25
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tered into during such quarter, certify 1

to the Secretary either— 2

‘‘(aa) that such contract has 3

met the procurement standards 4

identified under any of sections 5

75.327, 75.328, and 75.329 of 6

title 45, Code of Federal Regula-7

tions (or successor regulations); 8

or 9

‘‘(bb) that extenuating cir-10

cumstances (including a lack of 11

multiple entities competing for 12

such contract) prevented the 13

compliance of such contract with 14

such standards. 15

‘‘(III) PUBLICATION.—The offi-16

cer designated pursuant to subclause 17

(I) shall make public each certification 18

containing extenuating circumstances 19

described in subclause (II)(bb) not 20

later than 30 days after such certifi-21

cation is made, including a description 22

of, and justification of, such extenu-23

ating circumstances. 24
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‘‘(IV) REVIEW OF COMPLI-1

ANCE.—Not later than 2 years after 2

the date of the enactment of this 3

clause, the Inspector General of the 4

Department of Health and Human 5

Services shall submit to Congress a 6

report on the compliance of Puerto 7

Rico with the provisions of this 8

clause.’’. 9
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